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*Indices shown above under the top header indicate the close prices of the 4th week of the month. The % change is calculated on a month to month basis.  

For Dates to 24 July

Tanzania (TZS) -
 Average 

Kenya (KES) - 
Average 

Uganda (UGX) - 
Average 

Burundi (BIF) - 
Average 

Rwanda (RWF) - 
Average 

bid ask bid ask bid ask bid ask bid ask

Week 1 (3 July 2017) 2,213.40 2,260.48 102.002 105.529 3,556.85 3,635.85 1,702.02 1,751.61 826.135 851.995

Week 2 (10 July 2017) 2,214.70 2,261.79 102.095 105.663 3,561.76 3,640.70 1,715.00 1,735.55 821.508 849.549

Week 3 (17 July 2017) 824.35 851.06 102.148 105.729 3,550.41 3,628.87 1,683.92 1,733.01 824.35 851.06

Week 3 (24 July 2017) 2,192.60 2,278.40 102.08 105.51 3,555.80 3,633.00 1,705.30 1,753.30 812.39 838.11

*

TANZANIA RWANDA UGANDAKENYA S.AFRICA NIGERIA
-6.18% -0.29% 4.42%5.20% 6.37% 10.81%
2,066.30 124.44 1,739.67161.18 54,883.21 36,864.71
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The Industrialized Farmer
Bidding good riddance to hand hoes

By Giza Mdoe

FORWARD OF THE TANZANIA VISION 2015

We are standing at the threshold of the 21st Century, a Century that will be characterised by competition.  It is clear, 
therefore, that it will be a Century dominated by those with advanced technological capacity, high productivity, 
modern and efficient transport and communication infrastructure and, above all highly skilled manpower imbued 

with initiative.  If we are to be active participants in the global developments of the twenty-first century we must, as a Nation, 
find ways of improving and strengthening ourselves in all these areas. 

NaneNane (8 August) celebrates farmers’ contribution to national economic development. Celebrated annually, NaneNane 
is marked by agricultural exhibitions that last an entire week across almost each of the country’s 27 regions.

During the course of the week, farmers and agricultural stakeholders including manufacturers showcase new farming and 
manufacturing technologies, research discoveries, and new market options. The government, too, gets to showcase its 
favourable policy development. Continued on pg. 4

Mobile Money-Driving 
Innovation & Inclusion 

By Kajuju Murori 

The role played by the mobile economy in 
Africa is significantly increasing with 
margins expected to rise in the next five 

years, as the number of mobile subscribers also 
expand, leading to innovations and inclusion.

The mobile industry continues to drive social 
and economic development in the region.  The 
mobile ecosystem, on the other hand, is 
contributing immensely to job creation and 
economic growth as observed among mobile 
network operators and device vendors.

According to GSMA’s The Mobile Economy: 
Sub-Saharan Africa 2017 report released in 
July, there were 420-million mobile users as at 
the end of 2016, which is equivalent to 43 percent 
of the population. The report was released at the 

Mobile 360 – Africa conference held in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania. 

“Mobile is also a vital tool in delivering digital 
and financial inclusion in Sub-Saharan Africa,” 
the report says. “Around 270million people in 
the region now access the internet through 
mobile devices, while the number of registered 
mobile money accounts has reached 280million.”

Across the region, mobile is also facilitating 
faster delivery of services aimed at improving 
life, making the achievement of “the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in areas 
such as energy, water and sanitation, 
healthcare, and education,” a reality. 

Mobile: A key platform for innovation 
By 2020, the region will have more than half a 

billion cell-phone subscribers, and around half 

NUMBERS AT GLANCE
According to the report, mobile generated

US$110b US$142bof economic value in SSA 
in 2016, which translates 
to 7.7 percent of GDP

It is expected will rise to

which is equal to 8.6 
percent of GDP

2016 2020

the population will subscribe to mobile services. 
At the same time, the total number of SIM 
connections will rise to nearly 1 billion, from 
731 million at the end of 2016, claims GSMA 
research. 

Moreover, over half of all mobile money 
services globally are in the region, which 
remains the fastest-growing mobile market in 
the world. According to the GSMA’s State of 
Mobile Money in Sub-Saharan Africa report, 

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has 140 mobile 
money services in 39 countries, which amounts 
to over half of the 277 total services globally, as 
of December 2016. Continued on pg. 4


